Comments on §11-303-Overtaking a vehicle on the left
Comments by John Fisher

But, again avoid the word, "safe".  The last sentence should use the term, "reasonable and prudent", instead of the word, "safe".

Comments by the League of American Bicyclists

The justification for the proposed change is correct in stating that the current section is antiquated and that “[o]ccupying a lane is not unnecessarily obstructive if another lane is available for travel.” This proposed change is potentially positive for bicyclists, but unfortunately it introduces uncertainty and the potential for bicyclist harassment by using the phrase “unnecessarily obstruct.” This phrase is not used elsewhere in the Uniform Vehicle Code (UVC) and because the proposed section does not itself state what is stated in the justification it may be misinterpreted.

We believe that it would be better to avoid the “unnecessarily obstruct” language and more clearly incorporate what is stated in the justification, that a bicyclist need not give way to the right if another lane is available for travel. This may be done in at least two ways: 1) part (b) could be rewritten and a cross-reference to 11-301(c) could be included to clarify the intent of 11-303(b) [e.g. … (b) Except when overtaking and passing on the right is permitted, the driver of an overtaken vehicle shall give way to the right in favor of the overtaking vehicle on audible signal and not increase the speed of the vehicle until completely passed by the overtaking vehicle. If , if the roadway is of sufficient width to permit safe passing and giving way to the right can be accomplished in accordance with §11-301(c), the overtaken driver shall not unnecessarily obstruct the overtaking vehicle]; or 2) part (b) could be rewritten to specifically include what is said in the justification to prevent misinterpretations; especially as the phrase “unnecessarily obstruct” may be applied to bicyclists [e.g. …(b) Except when overtaking and passing on the right is permitted, the driver of an overtaken vehicle shall give way to the right in favor of the overtaking vehicle on audible signal and not increase the speed of the vehicle until completely passed by the overtaking vehicle. If the roadway is of sufficient width to permit safe passing, the overtaken driver shall not unnecessarily obstruct the overtaking vehicle. A person on a bicycle is not obstructing an overtaking vehicle if that person is occupying a lane and another lane is available for travel and the person on a bicycle is in compliance with§11-301 and §11-1205, which govern a bicyclist’s position on the roadway]. The best way is ultimately to avoid this new language and focus on affirming the existing rule.

We believe that this section should be updated to reflect modern trends in state law that focus on the specific needs of bicyclist safety through clarifying what constitutes a safe passing distance when a motorist overtakes a bicyclist. Adopting a defined minimum safe passing distance does not necessarily alter the duties of drivers, but simply clarifies those duties and provides a valuable education tool for traffic safety advocates. Below is a graph of state adoption of defined minimum distance passing laws. In 32 states there are safe passing laws written specifically for bikes, but the UVC does not have a safe passing section specifically for bikes. 
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Proposed Alternative Language (changes are highlighted):

The following rules shall govern the overtaking and passing of vehicles proceeding in the same direction, subject to those limitations, exceptions and special rules hereinafter stated:

The driver of a vehicle overtaking another vehicle proceeding in the same direction shall pass at a safe distance to the left of the vehicle being overtaken and shall not again drive to the right side of the roadway until safely clear of the overtaken vehicle.

When overtaking or passing a bicycle or electrically-assisted bicycle proceeding in the same direction, the driver of a motor vehicle shall exercise due care and: 
If there is more than one lane for traffic proceeding in the same direction, move the vehicle to the lane to the immediate left, if the lane is available and moving into the lane is reasonably safe; or
If there is only one lane for traffic proceeding in the same direction, pass to the left of the bicycle or electrically-assisted bicycle at a safe distance, which must be not less than 3 feet between any portion of the vehicle and the bicycle or electrically-assisted bicycle when the motor vehicle is traveling at 30 miles per hour or less, and shall not move again to the right side of the highway until the vehicle is safely clear of the overtaken bicycle or electrically-assisted bicycle. When the motor vehicle is traveling above 30 miles per hour a safe distance shall be more than 3 feet between any portion of the vehicle and the bicycle or electrically-assisted bicycle.
(c) Except when overtaking and passing on the right is permitted, the driver of an overtaken vehicle shall give way to the right in favor of the overtaking vehicle on audible signal and not increase the speed of the vehicle until completely passed by the overtaking vehicle, in a manner that impedes the overtaking vehicle. If the roadway is of sufficient width to permit safe passing, the overtaken driver shall not unnecessarily obstruct the overtaking vehicle.
Comments by Robert Seyfried

I suggest amending to: "...overtaken driver or bicycle operator shall not unnecessarily obstruct the…"
�Though this is the only section between 11:301 and 11:304 with proposed changes, I’m not absolutely sure that John Fisher’s comment is about this section. His reference had a typo, 11:30: 





